Session 5

10 Lessons

1. God intends that his very nature –yes! his triune and eternal nature – be expressed in our human relationships. 

2. Eternal relationality calls for, and calls forth, a created community of persons (not isolated individuals who exist in close proximity, but interconnected and interdependent relational persons in community).

3. The relationships in the Trinity exhibit so beautifully a unity that is not redundancy, and a diversity that is not discord. 

4. The most marked characteristic of the trinitarian relationships is the presence of an eternal and inherent relationship of authority and submission.  Authority and submission are good for they are expressive of God.

5. Equality of essence does not conflict with distinction of roles.  In God, and among us, both must be embraced and honored.

6. Trinitarian roles and marriage – equality of essence and distinction of husband/wife roles (Gen 2; Eph 5:22-33)

7. Trinitarian roles and the church – equality of essence and distinction of elder/congregation roles (1 Cor 11:3; 1 Tim 2:12ff)

8. Trinitarian roles and prayer – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, each rightly related (Eph 2:18)

9. Trinitarian roles and worship – Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, each rightly related (Phil 2:9-11; 3:3)

10. Because God eternally exhibits equality of essence and diversity in role, we can know that this is good!  God is good, his ways are good, and his design for human life and relationships are good.

