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Twelve Reasons to Focus on the Wonder of the Trinity

1.
The trinity is one of the most important distinguishing doctrines of the Christian faith and is deserving of our careful study, passionate embrace, and thoughtful application.

2.
The doctrine of the trinity is both central and necessary for the Christian faith to be what it is.  Remove the trinity, and the whole of the Christian faith disintegrates.

3.
If we are to know God rightly, we must know him as he is, as he has revealed himself, and this means knowing him as the One God who is the triune Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

4.
The work of God (e.g., creation, salvation, consummation) can only rightly be understood as the work of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, unified in the purpose of the work but distinct in the participation and contribution of each member.

5.
Worship of the true and living God consciously acknowledges the relationship and roles of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as illustrated in Ephesians 1:3 –  “Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual blessing [i.e., every blessing brought to us by the Spirit] in the heavenly places in Christ.”
6.
The Christian’s life of prayer must rightly acknowledge the roles of Father, Son, and Spirit as prayer is made to the Father, through the Son, in the power of the Spirit.

7.
The Christian’s growth in Christlikeness or sanctification is both understood rightly and enriched when seen as the work of the triune God.  Here, the Father ordains and secures our holiness, the Son lives the pattern after which we are remade and dies to pay for and defeat our sin, and the Spirit directs us to the Son and his work in making us like Christ.

8.
The triune relationships of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit cause us to marvel at the unity of the triune God.  In this unity the three persons are never in conflict of purpose, never jealous over another’s position or specific work, never prideful over one’s own position or work, and always sharing fully the delight in being the one God and accomplishing the unified purpose of God.

9.
The triune relationships of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit cause us to marvel at the diversity within the triune God.  In this diversity the three persons exhibit distinct roles in relation to one another, distinct tasks and activities in accomplishing their common plan, all the while working in complete harmony of activity and unity of purpose.

10.
The triune relationships of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit cause us to marvel at the social relationality that eternally exists in the personal relationships of the one true God.  In this social relationality the three persons love one another, support one another, assist one another, team with one another, honor one another, communicate with one another, and in everything respect and enjoy one another. They are in need of nothing but each other throughout all eternity.

11.
The triune relationships of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit cause us to marvel at the authority and submission structure that eternally exists in the three persons of the Godhead, each of whom is equally and fully God.  In this authority and submission structure the three persons understand the rightful “place” each has.  The Father possesses the place of supreme authority, and the Son (i.e., the eternal Son of the eternal Father) submits to him, and the Spirit submits to both the Father and the Son.  This hierarchical structure of authority exists in the Godhead, while each person is fully equal to each other in their eternal and commonly-shared essence.

12.
The doctrine of the trinity – one God existing in three persons, in the ways described above – provides one of the most important and neglected patterns for how human life and human relationships are to be conducted.  In the end, the doctrine of the trinity is eminently practical, and the church can benefit much from understanding and modeling its own life, work and relationships after the trinity.

