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Why are we  

celebrating  Passover?  
PESACH  xs;p, 

 

Thousands of years ago, the Jewish people were commanded 

to keep the Passover to remind them that God had freed 

them from slavery in Egypt.  Jesus himself celebrated the 

Passover and we can understand more about His teaching as 

we discover and  celebrate the Passover ourselves.  

 

 

Haggadah   hd'G"h; 

 TELLING  

 

At your place setting you have a 

booklet called a Haggadah ( hd'G"h; -  

telling ).  For the Gentile, this word is a 

mouthful; for the Jewish person it is 

what Grandpa pulled out, dusted off 

and read every year at Pesach.  It is 

from the word used in Exodus 13:8  

 

On that day tell  your son,  

óI do this because of what the LORD did for me  

when I came out of Egypt.ô 

 

We also find the same thought in 1 Corinthians 11:26  

 

ñFor whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,  

you proclaim  the Lord's death until he comes.ò 

 

This is a festive celebration.   For both children and adults 

it is filled with seeing, hearing, smelling, tasting and 

touching.   

So enjoy!  
 

-1-  

Everyone raise the fourth cup.  

 
 

Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu                Wnyhel{a/ yyØ hT'a;Ø %WrB' 
Melech ha -olam   ~l'A[hØ %l,m, 
borei pôri hagafen. `!p,G"h;Ø yrIP.Ø areAB 
 

 

Everyone says:  

 

Blessed are you, O LORD our God,  

King of the universe,  

who creates the fruit of the vine.  

 

Every one:  lean to the left and drink from the fourth 

cup.  

 

 

 

THE CLOSE OF THE SED ER  
 

 

Our seder is now ending.  We have said special words and 

have eaten different foods.  We know that once we were 

slaves, but now we are free!  

 

Lôshana haba-a bi -Yôrushalayim!    ~yIl'v'WryBi ha'B'h;Ø hn"v'l 
 
 

Everyone says:   NEXT YEAR IN JERUSALEM!  

 

 

 When they had sung a hymn,  

they went out to the Mount of Olives.  

(Matthew 26:30)  

 

 

You are invited to keep this copy of the Haggadah.  

However, please return the kippa.  
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O LORD, save us; (literally: Hosanna!)  

 O LORD, grant us success.  

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the LORD.  

 From the house of the LORD we bless you.  

The LORD is God,  

 and he has made his light shine upon us.  

With boughs in hand, join in the festa l procession  

 up to the horns of the altar.  

 

You are my God, and I will give you thanks;  

 you are my God, and I will exalt you.  

 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

 his love endures forever.  

 

 

hk'r'B.Ø sAK 
Kos   Bõracha 

THE CUP OF PRAISE  

(THE FO URTH CUP)  

 

Hosts:  fill the fourth cup.  

 

With this fourth cup we remember the fourth promise God 

made to the Jewish people:  

 

"I will take you as my own people."  

(from Exodus 6:6 -7)  

 

We also praise  God that all of us, Jew and Gentile, can 

become his  people by faith in Yôshua.  

 

After all, if you were cut out of an olive tree  

that is wild by nature, and contrary to nature  

were grafted into a cultivated olive tree,  

how much more readily will these, the natural branches,  

be grafted into their own ol ive tree!  

(Romans 11:24)  
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K adeish vDeq; 
BEING HOLY, SANCTIFICATION  

 

 

We begin our Messianic Passover by praising God for this 

festival of freedom from sin in Yôshua (Jesus) and for this 

special time with family and friends.  This prayer sets apart, 

or sanctifies, the meal as a memorial to our redemption by 

God.  

 

(PRAYER) 
 

 

 

We have just celebrated Palm Sunday, the day when Jesus 

Christ, Jesus the Messiah ( x:yviM'h; ØØØØØØØ[:WvyE - Yôshua Ha 
Mashiach), rode into Jerusalem to these words inspired by 

Psalm 118:25 -26.  

 

"Hosanna! "  

"Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!"  

"Blessed is the King of Israel!"  

(John 12:13b)  

 

Yôshua celebrated His last Passover (xs;p, Pesach) with His 

disciples on Thursday evening in the upper room.  Exodus 12 

tells us  that the lamb for the meal had been chosen four 

days earlier, on the day of His Triumphal Entry.  
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The observance of Passover is based on 

requirements specified more than 3400 years 

ago in the Torah, the five books of Moses 

(particularly in Exodus 12;  Leviticus 23:4 -8; 

Numbers 28:16 -25; Deuteronomy 16:1 -8) 

and in Jewish tradition (the Mishnah and 

Talmud).  

 

 

The Passover seder has varied little in essentials for many 

centuries. To preserve the knowledge of traditional practices, 

a written outline was co mpleted about 220 AD in the first 

part of the Talmud known as the Mishnah.  Recorded here 

are the memories of Pesach as observed before 70 AD when 

the Temple was destroyed and sacrifices could no longer be 

offered.  

 

 

The special meal for the Pesach is cal led 

the ñsederò which means ñorderò.  There 

is a set order for all the things done 

during this meal. The seder as described 

in the Mishnah is much like the one 

practiced today in Jewish homes.  

 

 

Y'shua Himself observed the Pesach throughout His life on 

ear th.  Many of the prayers and blessings of this liturgy were 

known to Him.  As we repeat them in Hebrew we may hear 

sounds similar to those that were on his lips and will praise  

the Father in phrases our Lord Himself used.  

 

 

This Messianic seder is divided into three sections.  During 

the first hour, we retrace the story of freedom for the Jewish 

people from slavery in Egypt.  The last hour we will be 

reminded of our freedom from sin in Yôshua and look forward 

to the day when He will come back to claim His p eople.  

What happens during the second hour?  We eat!  
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It is better to take refuge in the LORD  

 than to trust in princes.  

 

All the nations surrounded me,  

 but in the name of the LORD I cut them off.  

They surrounded me on every side,  

 but in the name of the LORD I cut them off.  

They swarmed around me like bees,  

 but they died out as quickly as burning thorns;  

 in the name of the LORD I cut them off.  

 

I was pushed back and about to fall,  

 but the LORD helped me.  

 

The LORD is my strength and my  song;  

 he has become my salvation.  

 

Shouts of joy and victory resound in the tents of the 

righteous:   

"The LORD's right hand has done mighty things!  

The Lord's right hand is lifted high;  

 the LORD's right hand has done mighty things!"  

I will not die bu t live,  

 and will proclaim what the LORD has done.  

The LORD has chastened me severely,  

 but he has not given me over to death.  

 

Open for me the gates of righteousness;  

 I will enter and give thanks to the LORD.  

This is the gate of the LORD  

 through which the righteous may enter.  

I will give you thanks, for you answered me;  

 you have become my salvation.  

 

The stone the builders rejected  

 has become the capstone;  

the LORD has done this,  

 and it is marvelous in our eyes.  

This is the day the LORD has made;  

 let us rejoice and be glad in it.  
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lLeh; 
Halleil  

PRAISE  

(PART 2)  

 

We have already mentioned that 

Psalms 113 -118, known as the 

Hallel , were sung in the temple 

while the paschal lambs were 

slain.  We read the first of these 

Psalms.  Now we will read Psalm 

118.  

 

 

Leader:  Blessed are You, O LORD our God  

Everyone:   Who bids us rejoice with Psalms of praise.  

 

Psalms 118  

 

Give thanks to the LORD, for he is good;  

 his love endures forever.  

 

Let Israel say:  

 "His love endures forever."  

Let the house of Aaron say:  

 "His love endures forever."  

Let those who fear the LORD say:  

 "His love endures forever."  

 

In my anguish I cried to the LORD,  

 and he answered by setting me free.  

The LORD is with me; I will not be afraid.  

 What can man do t o me?  

The LORD is with me; he is my helper.  

 I will look in triumph on my enemies.  

 

It is better to take refuge in the LORD  

 than to trust in man.  
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PREPARING    FOR    THE    SEDER  
 

 

The Search for Leaven 

#MEX'  
(Chametz -  that which is leavened)  

 

 

Before pesach begins, all leaven in the home is searched out 

and removed.  

 

In the first month you are to eat bread  

made without yeast,  

from the evening of the fourteenth day  

until the evening of the twenty - first day.  

For seven days no yeast is to be f ound in your houses.  

 (Exodus 12:18 -19a)  

 

This simple command has developed into a major and 

important ritual in preparing for the Pesach.  In many homes 

the command has been expanded to include every speck of 

baking powder or other leavening agents.  The  housewife, 

who does not want to be guilty of disobeying this command, 

also removes all grain products that have the capability of 

becoming leavened.   

 

The evening before the seder , the 

master of the house searches by 

candlelight for any crumbs that 

migh t remain after his wife has 

scrupulously cleaned the whole 

house.  A kindly spouse will leave a 

morsel or two of leaven in a highly visible place.  Then her 

husband will sweep it away with a feather into a wooden 

spoon and have maximum satisfaction in carr ying out God's 

ordinance by actually finding apparently overlooked 

chametz.  If mother occasionally places the offending  
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crumbs in an unusual spot, it is amusing for the children to 

see dad hunting for chametz without immediate success and 

to listen to his sounds of frustration, for during this 

performance of the mitzvah (the  God-given commandment) 

he is not permitted to speak.  

 

All bread or leaven found is wrapped together and the 

following prayer is said:  

 

ñAll leaven or leavened bread in my possession that I 

have not seen, nor removed, nor known about is 

annulled and is useless, like the dust of the earth.ò 

 

Early the next morning, the leaven is burned.  Both Gentile 

and Jewish children in Whitechapel, London  used to carry 

pierced tin buckets contain ing burning coals.  As they passed 

along the streets, loudly crying  "Chametz," the householders 

responded by bringing out their leaven to be burned, paying 

a few coppers for the service.   

 

Leaven may also be stored in an out -of the -way place and 

sold to a  Gentile neighbor for a dollar or two.  After Pesach is 

over, the leaven is bought back.  

 

Utensils used daily are most rigorously cleaned or they are 

set aside during Passover week.  Many observant Jews keep 

a set of utensils, crockery and cutlery reserved  for Passover 

use only.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

-5-  

Yôshua, in speaking of Elijah, pointed both to John the 

Baptist and to Elijahôs coming that still is in the future. 
 

 

The disciples asked him,  

"Why then do the teachers of the law  

say that Elijah must come first ?"  

Jesus replied, "To be sure, Elijah comes  

and will  restore all things.  

But I tell you, Elijah has already come,  

and they did not recognize him,  

but have done to him everything they wished.  

In the same way the Son of Man  

is going to suffer at their  hands."  

 Then the disciples understood that  

he was talking to them about John the Baptist.  

(Matthew 17:10 -13)  
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do this, whenever you drink it, in remembrance of me.   

For whenever you eat this bread and drink this cup,  

yo u proclaim the Lord's death until he comes. ò 

(1 Corinthians 11:25 -26)  

 

Everyone:  lean to the left and drink  from the third 

cup.  

 

 

 
 

WhY"liaeØ sAK 
Kos Eiliahu  

THE CUP OF ELIJAH  

 

 

There is an extra cup of wine on our seder table that is filled 

to the brim.  This is ñElijahôs Cup.ò  It has been filled at each 

seder and left untouched for over 2,400 years.  During the 

seder, in Jewish custom, a door is opened and all hope that 

Elijah will come that night.  

 

 "See, I will send you the prophet Elijah  

before that  great and dreadful day of the LORD comes.  

He will turn the hearts of the fathers to their children,  

and the hearts of the children to their fathers;  

or else I will come and strike the land with a curse."  

(Malachi 4:5 -6)  

 

 

One or more children:  go to a  door and open it, calling 

out for Elijah.  

 

Everyone , as the door opens:   

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!  

  

Leader:   Oh, well perhaps next year!  

 

Children:  return to your seats.  
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(The Preparation of the Upper Room )  

 

On the first da y of the Feast of Unleavened Bread,  

when it was customary to sacrifice the Passover lamb,  

Jesus' disciples asked him,  

"Where do you want us to go and make preparations  

for you to eat the Passover?"  

 So he sent two of his disciples, telling them,  

"Go into the city, and a man carrying a jar of water  

will meet you.   Follow him.  

 Say to the owner of the house he enters,  

'The Teacher asks: Where is my guest room,  

where I may eat the Passover with my disciples?'  

He will show you a large upper room, fu rnished and ready .  
Make preparations for us there."  

The disciples left, went into the city  

and found things just as Jesus had told them.  

So they prepared the Passover.  

(Mark 14:12 -16)  

 

 

The  Seder  Table  
 
 

These items are on the  

seder plate :  
 

[:Arz> (Zôroa - arm )  

A lambôs shank bone reminds 

us of the special lamb brought 

to the temple in Jerusalem on 

Pesach as an offering to God; it 

represents the Passover lamb 

that was slain.  

 

This lamb can no longer be 

sacrificed so it is customary not 

to eat lamb at the seder.    
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This bone also reminds us of Deuteronomy 26:8a  

 

So the LORD brought us out of Egypt  

with a mighty hand and an outstretched arm ...   

 

In Exodus we read:  

 

ñTell the whole community of Israel  

that on the tenth  

day of this month  eac h man  

is to take a lamb for his family,  

one for each household. ò 

 (Exodus 12:3)  

 

 ñTake care of them until the  

fourteenth day of the month,  

when all the people of the community of Israel must 

slaughter them at twilight.  Then they are to take some of 

the  blood and put it on the sides and tops of the door frames 

of the houses where they eat the lambs.  That same night 

they are to eat the meat roasted over the fire, along with 

bitter herbs, and bread made without yeast. ò 

(Exodus 12:6 -8)  

 

ñThis is how you are to eat it:  

with your cloak tucked into your belt,  

your sandals on your feet  

and your staff in your hand.  

Eat it in haste; it is the LORDôS Passover.ò  

 (Exodus 12:11)  

 

ñIt must be eaten inside one house;  

take none of the meat outside the house.  

Do not break any of the bones. ò 

(Exodus 12:46)  

 

The lamb bone  also reminds us of Y'shua, who was called 

"the Lamb which takes away the sin of the world."  When, by 

faith, we apply his blood to our hearts, God's hand of 

judgment passes over our sins and we are save d.  
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hl'WaG>Ø sAK 
Kos  Gõula  

THE CUP OF REDEMPTION  

(THE THIRD CUP)  

 

 

Hosts fill third cup.  

 

With this third cup we remember the third promise God 

made to the Jewish people:  

 

 

"I will redeem you with an outstretched arm  

and with mighty acts of judgment."  

(from Exodus 6:6 -7)  

 

But more importantly we remember that Y'shua's blood was 

shed for us.  

 

 

Everyone raise the third cup.  

 

Baruch ata Adonai Eloheinu   Wnyhel{a/ yyØ hT'a;Ø %WrB' 
Melech ha -olam   ~l'A[hØ %l,m, 
borei pôri hagafen. `!p,G"h;Ø yrIP.Ø areAB 
 

 

Everyone says:  

 

Blessed are you, O LORD our God,  

King of the universe,  

who creates the fruit of the vine.  

 

Again, the Apostle Paul writes:  

 

In the same way, after supper he took the cup, saying,  

"This cup is the new covenant in my blood;  
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Everyone says:  

 

Blessed are you, O LORD our God,  

King of the universe,  

who brings forth bread from the earth.  

 

 

 

 

The Apostle Paul writes:  

For I received from the Lord what  

I also passed on to you:  

The Lord Jesus, on the night he was 

betrayed, to ok bread,  

and when he had given thanks,  

he broke it and said,  

"This is my body, which is for you;  

do this in remembrance of me."  

(1 Corinthians 11:23 -24)  

 

 

Everyone:  Eat the afikoman.  

 

 

Nothing further is eaten at the seder after this.  The 

afikoman i s our dessert.  Its taste is to remain in our mouths 

as long as possible to remind us of our freedom from sin in 

Yôshua. 

 

 

%rEB' 
B areich  

THE BLESSING FOR THE MEAL  

 

As in Jewish custom, we thank God after  the meal for the 

food we have eaten.  

 

(PRAYER) 
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The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him  

and said, "Look, the Lamb of God, who takes  

away the sin of the world!  

(John 1:29)  

 

These things happened so that the scripture would be 

fulfilled: "Not one of his bones will be broken"  

(John 19:36)  

 

 Chri st, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed.  

Therefore let us keep the Festival . 

(1 Corinthians 5:7b -8a)  

 

 

 
 
 

hc'yBe ( Beitsa -  egg )  

The egg  is usually referred to as the 

"chagigah" (festival offering).  In 

ancient days, on the Jewish festivals of 

Pesach, S havuot (Pentecost) and 

Sukkot (Tabernacles), the Jews would 

bring an offering to the temple to be 

roasted in honor of the holiday.  At Pesach this offering also 

supplemented the meat from the Passover lamb.  

 

The roasted egg reminds us of that sacrifice whi ch could no 

longer be made after the destruction of the Temple in 70 

AD.  

 

 

 

 sP;r>K; (Karpas)  

A green vegetable , such as parsley, 

reminds us that Pesach occurs during 

the spring, when new life brings a 

feeling of hope.  
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